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about the burden of rare cancers in Europe

From  RARECARE Project  to  RARECAREnet

A network to provide comprehensive 
information on rare cancers 

to the community at large
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Our main objectives 

Visit us at

In this general framework full of difficulties, 
there is always something useful that can be done 

www.rarecarenet.eu

1	 to collect and disseminate 
information on updated 
epidemiological 
indicators on the basis 
of 83 population-based 
Cancer Registries from  
24 countries in Europe.

2  	 to describe the 
healthcare pathways 
for rare cancers.

3	 to develop a clinical 
database on  
a sub-group of rare 
cancers.

4 	 to propose quality 
criteria for centres  
of expertise 
for rare cancers.

5	 to list centres of 
treatment for rare 
cancers in Europe.

6	 to support the 
identification 
of European 
Reference Networks.

7 	 to develop and 
disseminate 
current clinical 
approaches 
to rare cancers.

8	 to increase awareness 
among general 
practitioners and 
pathologists about  
rare cancers.

9	 to disseminate 
information tailored 
to the needs of patients 
and of all concerned 
stakeholders.

10	 to support patients’ 
associations 
empowerment.

International collaboration

Rarecare Project turned into Rarecarenet 
which is a network of organisations collaborating 
in research and in the identification of the appropriate
solutions to address rare cancers difficulties 
pursuing the following objectives...

To address rare  
cancers challenges 
an International  
Collaboration is needed

In 2011 RARECARE 
published the burden 
of rare cancers in 
Europe for the first time

SURVIVAL
the survival of people diagnosed with a rare 
cancer is lower than survival of patients with 
common cancers.

PREVALENCE

24% of all people 
living with cancer 

in Europe have  
a rare cancer.

4,300,000
with a rare cancer

In Europe

16,500,000
people live with cancer

RARE CANCERS ARE NOT SO RARE

Rarity brings about 
a wide range of difficulties
nn	Lack of information 

nn	Misdiagnosis and delay in diagnosis 

nn	Lack of scientific knowledge 

nn	Lack of appropriate therapies 
	and clinical expertise
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YEARS AFTER DIAGNOSIS

INCIDENCE

22% of all cancers diagnosed  
each year in Europe are rare.

2,500,000
new cancers are diagnosed each year in Europe 

1 out of 5 is rare

500,000

common Cancers
RARE Cancers

In 2007 the European Commission 
financed the RARECARE project 
to put numbers to a problem 
long known to exist

How many people are affected 
by rare cancers?

Rarecare estimated the 

number of new cases 
occurring each year and the 

number of people 
living with a rare cancer 

questions and answerS

Rarecare established a

new definition of rare cancers based 
on incidence

Cancer is named rare 
when it is equal or less than 

6 new cases per 100,000 persons 
in one year

What are rare cancers?

Rarecare  proposed a 

new list 
of rare cancers

The RARECARE list  
of 186 rare cancers is available  

on the project web-site

Which cancers are rare?

Data available at 

www.rarecarenet.eu

RARECAREnet  (information network on rare cancers) 
has received funding from the European Union, in the framework 
of the Health Programme.
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Visit us at
www.rarecarenet.eu

is working to put 
rare cancers on the map


