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As specialist in epidemiology and in public health and doctor of cancer epidemiology at the Institute of Oncology Ljubljana, Slovenia, she heads its Epidemiology and Cancer Registry Unit, consisting of Cancer Registry of Slovenia (one of the oldest in Europe, founded in 1950), Epidemiology Service, and Screening Service. At the latter, the national cervical and breast cancer screening is coordinated. She also serves as the director of the organised cervical cancer screening programme, introduced in Slovenia in 2003. At the University of Ljubljana Medical Faculty Dr. Žakelj was elected associated professor in 1996. She has been involved in several national and international epidemiological studies, currently in EUROCARE V, RARECARE, ECN and some others, and is a temporary adviser to WHO Euro and IAEA. She was actively involved in the project Fighting Against Cancer Today – FACT during Slovenian presidency to EU and is currently involved in the new European Partnership Action Against Cancer. She was actively involved in the preparation of the National Cancer Control Program in Slovenia.

Cooperating with several NGO’s, especially with Slovenian Cancer League, she is active also in public education on cancer prevention. She is the president of Slovenian Cancer League since 2010. Since 2009, she was a member of Executive Board of European Cancer League (ECL) and was elected President of ECL in 2011.
