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Pukkala, Eero Ilmari 

Curriculum vitae              



 (10 March 2013)
PRIVATE 

Current positions



Director for Research of the Finnish Cancer Registry and epidemiologist at the Finnish Cancer Registry, Institute for Statistical and Epidemiological Cancer Research, Helsinki. Employed since 1975.

{Previous positions at the Finnish Cancer Registry: 1975 programmer/system analyst; 1984 Chief of Data Processing; 2002 Director of Statistics; current title since 2012}.

Professor of Public Health and Epidemiology (part-time employment) at the School of Health Sciences, University of Tampere, since 2007. The title changed to Professor of Epidemiology for the period 2012-2014.
Education


University of Helsinki:  M.A. 1981 (informatics, mathematics, statistics)


University of Tampere: Ph.D. 1995 (medical faculty / epidemiology)

Scientific work


About 600 peer-reviewed epidemiological publications, including studies on cancer and other health outcomes related to physical and social environments, occupational hazards, and life habits; biological risk factors of cancer; familial clustering of cancer; evaluations of the effects of screenings and other interventions; survival studies; cancer predic​tions; cancer map presentations for numerous countries; methodological publications on register and bio bank data quality, data protecti​on, privacy issue etc. For details, see attached list or http://www.cancerregistry.fi/Pukkala_publications.html. 

H-index 66 (July 2012).

Team leader of the Familial Cancer Epidemiology Group of the Finnish Centre of Excellence in Cancer Genetics Research (CoECG) selected in August 2011 by the Academy of Finland for the term 2012-2017. Other team leaders: Lauri Aaltonen (chair), Jussi Taipale, Sampsa Hautaniemi and Veli Mäkinen. 
Leader in the Nordic study network “Nordic Occupational Cancer (NOCCA) with >50 researchers (http://astra.cancer.fi/NOCCA/) funded by the Nordic Cancer Union and other sources, active since 2005. Largest study on occupation and cancer incidence ever performed.

Leader in the Nordic study network “North-European Studies on Cancer among Airline Personnel (NoESCAPE), started in 1998, still active, with global extensions. 

Chairman of the Expert Working Group for Cancer of the National Institute for Health and Welfare, Health 2000 and 2011 Survey (since 2012).
Coordinator and method developer in projects on mapping of cancer-related phenomena in Finland, other North-European countries and selected other regions in Europe, America and Asia, active since 1982, extending. 

National principal investigator in several international research projects, e.g. following on-going ones

Identification of genetic and environmental factors of cancer using Nordic twin cohorts (Harvard University, USA)

Late effects of cancer treatment (National Cancer Institute, USA)

Risk of second cancers (IARC, France)

Cancer risk related to anorexia nervosa (Nordic)

Cancer risk among organ transplant patients (Nordic) 
Cancer effects of drugs for diabetes (national, Nordic and European-American networks)

Survival from rare cancers, RARECARE (European, coordinated from Italy)

Collaborative Group on Observational Studies of Breast Cancer Survivors, COBS (CTSU Oxford)

Familial clustering of cancers (Nordic, coordinated from DKFZ, Germany)Pregnancy Hormones and Risk of Cancer (Nordic-US collaboration)

Health-economic modelling of PREvention strategies for Hpv-related Diseases in European CounTries, PREHDICT (European Commission Seventh Framework Programme 2007-2013)

Member/adviser of national and international scientific committees. Reviewer for tens of scientific journals, funding organisations etc. 

Chairman of the National Epidemiological Society in Finland (since 2009). 
Candidate of the cancer registries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden as Regional Representative to the Executive Board of the International Association of the Cancer Registries for the European region; elected as the Regional Representative in the Executive Board of the International Association of the Cancer Registries for the European region (18 June 2012).
Member of the Pool of Scientific Advisors on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks of the European Commission (Decision 2008/721/EC).
Organiser or scientific committee member of several national and international scientific congresses or sessions annually. Invited/keynote speaker in international scientific meetings many times a year. 

Examples of international congress activities (since 2010)

21 Jan 2010 Course on descriptive epidemiology, Stockholm, Sweden: Spatial epidemiology (program planning, lectures)
29 Jan 2010 Virrat Winter Symposium (Nordic Summer School of Cancer Epidemiology, phase III), Virrat, Finland (organiser, leader)PRIVATE 

17 Mar 2010 Nordic Pharmaco-epidemiological Network Symposium, Kuopio, Finland: Register-based studies on drugs and cancer (plenary speaker)
25 Mar 2010 Young Epidemiologist of the Year competition and symposium, Epidemiological Society in Finland, Helsinki, Finland (organiser, chairman)

22 Apr 2010 Seminar on Swine Flu epidemic, Epidemiological Society in Finland and National Institute for Health and Welfare, Helsinki, Finland (organiser, chairman)

5 May 2010 Expert workshop to plan Cause of Death Register for Germany, Berlin: Cause-of-death registration in research of cancer (invited speaker)
18 May 2010 Congress on work-related cancer risks for work-place occupational safety staff, Cancer Society of South-Western Finland, Turku, Finland (invited speaker)

3 Jun 2010 Work meeting, health-economic modelling of PREvention strategies for Hpv-related Diseases in European CounTries (PREHDICT), Amsterdam, the Netherlands (invited expert)
10 Jun 2010 ANCR2010, Torshavn, Faroe Islands: Cancer in seafarers and fishermen (speaker)

14 Jun 2010 Diabetes & cancer workshop, Copenhagen, Denmark: Cancer among diabetics in Finland (invited speaker)

20 Aug 2010 UICC2010, Shenzen, China: Occupational cancer study in five entire populations (invited speaker)
23 Aug 2010 Work meetings on cancer registration in the Philippines, Philippine Cancer Society and University of the Philippines Manila, Manila, the Philippines (invited expert)
14 Sep 2010 Nordic GIS workshop, Copenhagen, Denmark: Spatial variation in cancer risk (invited speaker)

15 Oct 2010 CELSE2010, Paphos, Cyprus: Inequity in cancer risk in the Nordic countries (speaker)

17 Jan 2011 International research meeting in cancer in twins, Stockholm, Sweden (national representative) 

8 Mar 2011 International research consortium meeting on diabetes drugs and cancer risk, Banff, Canada (national representative, invited speaker)

22 Mar 2011 Young Epidemiologist of the Year competition and symposium, Epidemiological Society in Finland, Helsinki, Finland (organiser, chairman)

5 Apr 2011 Nordic research work meeting on occupational cancer, Oslo, Norway (leader of the research group)

19 Apr 2011 Seminar for media and scientists on registers, with education on use of NORDCAN tool, Cancer Society of Finland, Helsinki, Finland (all contents)   

5 May 2011 Scientific meeting on national multi-centre consortium on research on effects of drugs, University of Eastern Finland, Kuopio, Finland (invited expert) 

15 Jun 2011 Workshop of Nordic Data collection (as part of Nordic Epidemiology meeting), Reykjavik, Iceland (organiser, invited speaker, chairman)

16 Jun 2011 Meeting of scientific committee of Nordic Epidemiological Society, Reykjavik, Iceland (national representative)

20 Jun 2011 International NorTwinCan project meeting in cancer in twins, Copenhagen, Denmark (leader of one work package)
26 Aug 2011 International symposium on assessment of the burden of work-related diseases, Finnish Institute of Occupational Health, Helsinki, Finland (invited speaker) 
29 Aug 2011 International workshop on Nordic Occupational Cancer,  Nordic Institute for Advanced Training in Occupational Health, Mariehamn, Åland (course director, lecturer)

5 Sep 2011 22nd International Conference on Epidemiology in Occupational Health - EPICOH 2011, Oxford, UK (invited session + lecture, chairman)

29 Sep 2011 Symposium ”Epidemiological Research on Data from Population-Based Cancer Registries" (at the Annual Convention GMDS & DGEpi), Mainz, Germany (invited speaker)

12 Oct 2011 33rd annual meeting of International Association of Cancer Registries, Mauritius (prize with poster ”Role of Finnish cancer registry in the extremely successful cancer control in Finland”)
27 Oct 2011 Seminar on factors related to unemployment of young people, Epidemiological Society in Finland and Social Insurance Institution, Helsinki, Finland (organiser, chairman)

23 Nov 2011 Laboratory Medicine Day symposium, University of Lund, Sweden (plenary speaker)

24 Nov 2011 Cancer registries for better cancer control in the EU: Unity and diversity in reporting risk and outcome, European Cancer Control Summit, Brussels, Belgium (invited speaker)
3 Feb 2012 Virrat Winter Symposium (Nordic Summer School of Cancer Epidemiology, phase III), Virrat, Finland (organiser, leader)
27 Feb 2012 Workshop on "Roadblocks and remedies for the use of cancer registries in translational research" at IARC, Lyon, France (invited expert)

14 Mar 2011 Young Epidemiologist of the Year competition and symposium, Epidemiological Society in Finland, Turku, Finland (organiser, chairman)
2 April 2012  The Joint 2nd World Congress on Twin Pregnancy and the 14th Congress of the International Society of Twin Studies (ISTS): “The biology, genetics, clinical challenges and uniqueness of twin gestations”, Florence, Italy (invited speaker)

17 April 2012 Finnish Cancer Registry 60 years Symposium: “Miracle of Register-based research”, Helsinki, Finland (invited speaker)
20 April 2012 Symposium of Belgian Research Society, Antwerp, Belgium (invited lecture: Biobanks in cancer research)

5 September 2012 European Epidemiology Congress, Porto, Portugal. Lecture: Experiences from the paradise of register-based studies on cancer epidemiology (member of the scientific committee, session coordinator, invited plenary lecturer)
12 September 2012 “Spatio-temporal variation in cancer risk in the Nordic countries” in the staff seminar of University of Odense, Denmark (in the context of leading a work meeting on quality assurance of the Nordic Twin Registers) (invited lecturer).
16 September 2012 Course on spatial epidemiology, International Association of Cancer Registries, Cork, Ireland (course leader)
28 November 2012 First event of a conference series on Health Communication and Research Dissemination, organized by the Nordic Institute for Advanced training in Occupational Health (NIVA) first in Oslo, Norway, and later Helsinki for Finnish audience, in Copenhagen for Danish audience, in Paris for European audience and possibly also in USA (invited lecturer)
11 Aug 2013 European Epidemiology congress, Aarhus, Denmark. Lecture: Making the most of the differences in the occurrence of cancer in the Nordic countries (member of the scientific committee, invited plenary lecturer)

Sep 2013 One-week course on work and cancer, Nordic Institute for Advanced Training in Occupational Health, Uppsala, Sweden (course director)

Major external funding from national, Nordic, EU and US sources for tens of larger research projects since the 1990s.
Language skills


Finnish (mother tongue)


Swedish (good)

English (main work language)


German (fluent in the 1970s, not much used after that)

Educational skills

Positions as university lecturer (docent) and visiting professor in the University of Tampere since 1995, including teaching of pre- and postgraduate students in Tampere and other universities as well as in more basic schools.

Demonstration of teaching skills formally accepted by University of Tampere in 1995. 

Author of educational textbook chapters and electronic teaching materials.

Coordinator and lecturer of tens of national and international educational establishments. 


Examples of international educational responsibilities:

International course on spatial epidemiology, Internationational Agency for Cancer Research, Lyon, France 1995(course director)
International course on cancer mapping and environmental risk communication, Internationational Association of Cancer Registries, Ljubljana, Slovenia 2007 (course director)
Course on Descriptive Epidemiology, Stockholm, Sweden 2010 (program planning, lectures) 
Nordic Institute for Advanced Training in Occupational Health international course on Nordic Occupational Cancer (NOCCA) Studies, Mariehamn, Finland  2011 (course director); another similar course to be organised in 2013
Nordic Summer School in Cancer Epidemiology (coordinator of the final  phase organised in Finland; leader of the entire biannual educational program Dr. Hans Storm, Denmark)
Lectures on methods for register-based epidemiological research at the Nordic School for Public Health, Gothenburg, Sweden (annual courses)
Lectures on epidemiological research methods for the international student group of the Doctoral Programs in Public Health (multidisciplinary postgraduate school, involving the Universities of Eastern Finland, Helsinki, Oulu and Tampere, The National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), the Finnish Cancer Registry and the UKK Institute)
Coordinator of the EU international postgraduate education network “Spreading of Excellence in Cancer Control using Population-Based Registries and Biobanks” in 2007-2009.

Dissertations of this group:

Katsiaryna Holl: Maternal Risk Factors and Testicular Cancer in the Offspring: A nested case-control study. University of Tampere 2009 {Finalist in the national Young Epidemiologist of the Year competition}
Aline Simen Kapeu: Epidemiological Study of Tobacco Use and Human Papillomavirus - Implications for Public Health Prevention. University of Tampere 2009 

Felipe Andres Castro Duque: Human leukocyte antigens and other genetic factors in cervical neoplasia. Ruprecht-Karls-Universität, Heidelberg, Germany 2009

Calypse Bessem Agborsangaya: Biomarkers for risk of breast cancer during pregnancy: A nested case control study. University of Tampere 2011 {Best Oral Presentations, Silver Prize (Young Researchers Forum for academics planning a successful career in public health, Lodz): Serum 25-hydroxyvitamin D and risk of pregnancy-associated breast cancer”}
Adetunji Toriola: Epidemiological study of the role of vitamin D in the aetiology of ovarian cancer. University of Tampere 2011

Proscovia Bazanya Namujju, Uganda: "Occurrence of infections with multiple human papillomavirus (HPV) types among Finnish and Ugandan women. University of Tampere (dissertation in April 2012)
Päivi Laukkanen: Human papillomavirus infection and cervical cancer
in Finland. University of Oulu, Finland (to be finalised in 2012)
Sarah Woodhall: Effectiveness of Chlamydia screening. Health
Protection Agency, University of York, UK (on-going)

Davit Bzhavala: Causes of childhood leukemia. Karolinska Institutet,
Stockholm, Sweden (on-going)

Marjo Kaasila: Infectious disease epidemiology of human papillomavirus
infections. University of Oulu (pending)
Official supervisor of doctoral students (in addition: informal / actual supervisor of tens of dissertations):
Pirjo Rintala: Physical activity and the risk of breast cancer. University of Kuopio 2003
Johannes Guo: Finnish national job-exposure matrix (FINJEM) in register-based cancer research. University of Tampere 2005 
Annamarja Lindgren: Cancer incidence in hypertensive patients. A prospective study of cancer incidence in patients included in the hypertension register of the North Karelia Project. University of Kuopio 2005

Marianne Hinkula: Incidence of gynaecological cancers and overall and cause specific mortality of grand multiparous women in Finland. University of Oulu 2006 {Best thesis of the year in Finland in the field of population sciences; best thesis of the year in Finland in the field of gynaecology}
Maaike van der Aa: Variation in evidence and outcome of cervical cancer in the Netherlands. Studies based on cancer registry data. Erasmus University, Rotterdam 2007
Aarne Laakkonen: Occupational exposure to organic dusts and cancer among Finnish workers: special emphasis on the food industry and agriculture. University of Tampere 2008
Heli Lyytinen: A nationwide study on breast cancer risk in postmenopausal women using hormone therapy in Finland. University of Helsinki. Helsinki 2009 {Best thesis of the year in Finland in the field of gynaecology; Harold A. Kaminetzky Prize Paper for best article from a non-U.S. researcher in 2009; finalist in the national Young Epidemiologist of the Year competition 2009}
Susanna Jaakkola: Use of postmenopausal hormones and cancers of the uterus. University of Helsinki- Helsinki 2012 {Finalist in the national Young Epidemiologist of the Year competition in 2010} 
On-going:
Ahmed Ibrahim: Cervical cancers in Sudan. University of Southern Denmark (dissertation in April 2013)
Virpi Koskela-Niska: Effects of the postmenopausal hormones in incidence and survival of cancers in ovaries and Fallopian tubes. University of Helsinki 
Kari Pasanen: Small area level mortality and cancer registry data in environmental epidemiology. University of Eastern Finland (formal registration of the dissertation on-going)

Sie Sie Siew: Exposure to metal and wood dust and risk of respiratory cancers. University of Tampere {Best oral presentation Silver Prize in the Young Researcher Forum in European Public Health Association Congress (EUPHA 2010), Amsterdam: Occupational exposure to iron and welding fumes and lung cancer: best poster award in European Epidemiology Congress (EUROEPI 2010), Florence: Exposure to wood dust and formaldehyde and risk of nasal, nasopharyngeal, and lung cancer among Finnish men} 

Leena Soininen: Health of the Sami. University of Helsinki
Jorma Sormunen: Physical condition and the risk of cancer in men. University of Tampere

Madar Talibov: Solvents and risk of leukaemia. University of Tampere
Opponent for doctoral theses
Aleyamma Mathew: Removing bias in cancer survival estimates by active follow-up and information on determinants of loss to follow-up. University of Tampere 1996
Nea Malila: Antoxidant vitamins and colorectal neoplasms in different study designs. University of Helsinki 2000

Maaike van der Aa: Variation in evidence and outcome of cervical cancer in the Netherlands. Studies based on cancer registry data. Erasmus University, Rotterdam 2007
Omid Beiki: Emigration and cancer risk. Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm 2010
Reviewer of numerous doctoral theses (not listed)

Free-time activities

Active in music (singing in choir, with regular concerts in Finland and other countries, recordings, TV and radio; producer/editor of a record sold for collecting funds for the Cancer Society; designer of several record covers).

Editor of books (family histories, histories of Finnish music groups), author of articles in local newspapers. 

Photograph for several publications, posters and post cards. Winner of photography competitions.

Active in sports: member of volleyball team ranking among Finlands top five teams in my age category, earlier university champion in basketball, regional medalist in orienteering and skiing, 14-fold national champion in scout skills competitions (adults).

Active in organising community events such as concerts, skiing competitions for children or other team-spirit events (also in connection with FCR congresses or staff well being). Earlier activity e.g. as the free-time activity leader of the university student club and social/cultural activity coordinator for the recruits during my military service. 

Highly committed grandfather of six grandchildren.
